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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to the response filed on 5/2/05. Claims 1-23, 
25, 26, 28, 29, 31-32. 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23, 5, 26, 28, 29, 31-32 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 -23, 5, 26, 28, 29, 31 -32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nishikawa (US 6486968) in view of Inoue (US 4714940). 

Considering claim 1, Nishikawa discloses a CPU (12, fig. 1) that receives from a 
user a selection (18) information about the status of a printer and facilitate the 
transmission of the status information of the printer to a host computer (3000, as 
depicted in fig. 1), wherein the image representing the status of the printer is selected 
and displayed by the host computer. See col. 1 , line 62 to col. 2, line 14, and col. 5, 
lines 30-67, wherein the image representing the status of the printer corresponds to the 
graphical data representing a graphic to be transmitted to an electrical device, as 



Application/Control Number: 09/982,906 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2676 

claimed. See also figs. 2-4. What is lacking by Nishikawa is the claimed displaying on 
the electrical device that is printer or photocopier the graphical data representing a 
graphic. 

Inoue discloses displaying on the electrical device that is photocopier the 
graphical data representing a graphic. See col. 6, lines 15-32, and col. 7, lines 35-40. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the communication between the printer and the 
host computer in Nishikawa to include the display of graphics data on an electrical 
device such as a photocopier, in the same conventional manner as taught by Inoue; in 
order to provide an image processing apparatus whereby, in case of obtaining a hard 
copy from an image displayed on a display surface, the optical system in the image 
processing apparatus is arranged at a location where its contrast become maximum, 
thereby enabling a clear copy with high contrast to be derived. See Inoue's col. 6, lines 
38-43. 

As per claim 2, Nishikawa discloses receiving an identification of a location of 
the graphical data (see col. 1, lines 55-62, column 2, lines 24-31, col. 2, line 
66-col. 3, line 4 and lines 38-43 each disclose detecting means comprising 
detecting paper transmitted position, and animation that simulate the transport of 
the paper sheet). 

As per claim 3, Nishikawa discloses wherein the graphical data (e.g., graphic 
data is represented as images and graphics- column 4, lines 45-57) is located at a 
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remote location that is accessible via a network (Nishikawa teaches a network such as 
a LAN of figure 1 and column 4, lines 45-57). 

As per claim 4, Nishikawa discloses wherein facilitating transmission of the 
graphical data comprises transmitting the graphical data along with a print job to be 
performed by the electrical device (column 5, line 52-column 6, line 10 disclose at least 
printer indicators followed by test printing). 

As per claim 5, Nishikawa discloses wherein the graphical data comprises two or 
more frames in GIF89a format that can be displayed in sequence to create an animation 
(column 2, lines 23-31 disclose a start and ending animation control simulating the 
transportation of the paper sheet). 

As per claim 6, Nishikawa discloses receiving a user selection as to when the 
graphic is to be displayed by the electrical device and transmitting an indication of that 
selection to the electrical device (see at least column 2, lines 24-31). 

As per claim 7, Nishikawa discloses receiving a user selection as to when the 
graphic is to be displayed comprises receiving an indication of an electrical device state 
during which the graphic is to be displayed (figures 8-16 disclose the graphical device 
state of the printing paper transport status (please see column 7, lines 31-39) that are 
based on the control flow process of the printer control system- see figures 2-4 - and 
column 5, line 52-column 6, line 10). 

As per claim 8, Nishikawa discloses the electrical device state comprises at least 
one of an initialization state, a ready state, an operating state, and a power save state 
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(the at least underlined feature is the first of each of the features anticipated, please see 
at least column 6, lines 7-10). 

As per claim 9, claim 9 is substantially similar to claim 1 . 

As per claim 10, claim 10 is substantially similar to claim 3. 

As per claim 1 1 , claim 1 1 is substantially similar to claim 4. 

As per claim 12, claim 12 is substantially similar to claim 5. 
As per claim 13, Nishikawa discloses means for receiving a user selection as to an 
electrical device state during which the graphic is to be displayed (column 6, lines 46-54 
- the animation program discloses and displays printer status which corresponds to the 
displayed graphics). 

As per claim 14, claim 14 contain features that are substantially equivalent to the 
limitations recited in claim 1. Thus, claim 14, is, therefore, rejected under the same 
rationale as claim 1 . In addition, the Examiner interprets NISHIKAWA to disclose 
receiving an indication as to how a graphic represented by the selected graphical 
data is to be displayed (please see figures 8-16 for explanatory views of the 
invention providing ...techniques) for indicating to a user a status of the 
apparatus..." (see column 1 , lines 13-14)" and figures 8-16 are based on the 
"... control flow of the process in the printer control system (column 5, lines 52- 
54) and figures 8-16 show stages of various states of the paper in the printer control 
process, which corresponds with indication as to how the graphic is to be displayed; 
and displaying the graphic in a control panel display of the electrical device 
according to the received indication as to how the graphic is to be displayed 
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(once again, please see figures 8-16 for explanatory views of the invention 
providing ...techniques) for indicating to a user a status of the apparatus..." 
(column 1 , lines 13-14)" and figures 8-16 are based on the "... control flow of the 
process in the printer control system (column 5, lines 52-54)" and figures 8-16 
show/display stages of various states of the paper in the printer control process) . 

As per claim 15, claim 5 is substantially similar to claim 15. 

As per claim 16, Nishikawa discloses receiving an indication of an electrical 
device state during which the graphic is to be displayed receiving an indication as to 
how a graphic represented by the selected graphical data is to be displayed (please see 
figures 8-16 for explanatory views of the invention providing ...techniques) for indicating 
to a user a status of the apparatus..." (column 1, lines 13-14)" and figures 8-16 are 
based on the "...control flow of the process in the printer control system (column 5, lines 
52-54)" figures and figures 8-16 show stages of various states of the paper in the printer 
control process). 

As per claim 17, claim 8 is substantially similar to claim 17 

As per claim 18, claims 5 and 12 are both substantially similar to claim 18. 

As per claim 19, claim 14 is substantially similar to claim 19. 

As per claim 20, each of claims 4, 1 1 and 1 5 are substantially similar to claim 20. 

As per claim 21 , claim 1 6 is substantially similar to claim 21 . 

As per claim 22, Nishikawa discloses facilitating transmission of the 
graphical data to a printing device (see the at least figure 2, elements 201-206, 
especially element 205 that transfers acquired information to an animation 
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program and (column 1, line 62-column 2, line 13 - discuss sending data to the 
printer means column 5, lines 56-58). 

As per claim 23, claim 22 is substantially similar to claim 23. 

As per claim 25, claim 22 is substantially similar to claim 25. 

As per claim 26, claim 22-23 are both substantially similar to claim 26. 

As per claim 28, Nishikawa discloses displaying the graphic in a printing device 
control panel (the means of figure 3, element 304 is shown at least via figures 8-16 and 
column 7, lines 31-39) 

As per claim 29, claim 28 is substantially similar to claim 29. 

As per claim 31 , claims 28-29 are substantially similar to claim 31 . 

As per claim 32, claims 28-29 and 31 are substantially similar to claim 32. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sajous Wesner whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7791 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays thru Fridays between 1 1 :00 
AM and 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




